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books, the public and private admission of hia authority in the realm of letters, did not in the least degree impair his conscientiousness, or diminish the carefulness of his work. No obscure man toiling for fame labored harder than he did to meet every condition of excellence. His patience was inexhaustible] his persistency was prodigious. He would sit in his chair all day long, reading and writing, unconscious of fatigue, insensible to annoyance, heedless even of interruption, never complaining of over-pressure, piercing the heart of a volume with a glance, and throwing off page after page of manuscript with an ease of touch which betokened the trained mind as well as the practiced hand. To report the literary achievement of the last ten years of his life would be impossible. The columns of " The Tribune " bear witness to an amazing variety of toil, all executed with fidelity, much of it with distinguished power, some of it with rare elegance and grace of execution. The range of topics embraces the extremes of mental productiveness from the speculations of philosophy to creations of fancy. Within this period come the remarkable papers on Voltaire, Rousseau, Goethe, Carlyle, Bryant, which at the time they appeared were thought marvels of literary performance. Some of his most acute judgments of opinions and men are found in